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EDITORIAL 


Our Associate Editor 


We know that our many readers will share with 
us the feeling of regret because of the illness of our 
associate editor, Dr. L. Nelson Bell. He is now in 
the Memorial Mission Hospital in Asheville, N. C. 
with coronary thrombosis. We are happy to report 
that he is getting along nicely. There are many of 
us who are praying that God will restore him to 
health and strength. 


In an editorial published in the August 15, 1948, 
issue of The Journal, Dr. Wm. C. Robinson said: 


“God called Luke to be Paul’s beloved physi- 
cian and dependable associate. As such Luke 
wrote a significant part of the New Testament. 
But Luke is only one of a great succession . . 


God called Dr. Nelson Bell back from China 
to lead the fight in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church for the faith of the Son of God—since 
we preachers were not doing a strong enough 
job. And our beloved physician is showing him- 
self a great leader just because he is so willing 
and anxious to serve the King.” 


Probably most of our readers are aware of the fact 
that our associate editor is a practicing physician 
and surgeon, not a minister. Probably many do not 
know that he has been one of the busiest surgeons 
in the City of Asheville, his work for this Journal 
being done in a few hours time on alternate Sunday 
afternoons. Dr. Bell was a medical missionary of 
ours in China for twenty-five years, returning to 
this country in 1941 and having been prevented 
from returning to China up to the present time by 
circumstances beyond his control. 


The Editor takes a great deal of satisfaction 
from the amazing success of Dr. Bell in his pro- 
fession and from his standing with his fellow 
practitioners. He is on the surgical staff of six 
different hospitals. He has been elected for many 
years in succession as secretary of the staff of 
Asheville’s oldest and largest hospital. For the past 
two years, Dr. Bell has been a member of our 
Board of World Missions. In the latter part of 
October and early November of 1949, Dr. Bell 
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made a flying trip at his own expense to some of 
our Mission Fields in Brazil, and the Congo, leaving 
Miami, Florida on October 17 and arriving in New 
York on November 4. He flew in those few weeks 
20,500 miles and drove 500 miles by car. He 
traveled on four continents and crossed the equator 
four times. Despite this distance flown he spent 
three days in Brazil, 9 in the Congo and four in 
Europe. Since his return home in early November, 
he has been much in demand by various churches 
who wanted to hear about our Missions. He has told 
this story in morning and night services both on 
Sunday mornings and evenings and week nights all 
over Asheville Presbytery. He has also made a fly- 
ing trip early this year to Buck Hill Falls as a 
representative of our World Missions Board. He 
has also been to Nashville for the regular meeting 
of the Board and reported on his trip to the Mission 
Fields. Other invitations from Decatur, Ga., First 
Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, N. C. First Presby- 
terian Church have been filled by him. 


During all this time the Editor has watched him 
on our daily visits to his office for conference about 
our Journal’s activities. His office has been filled 
with people of all classes, rich and poor, black and 
white. 


Both before Dr. Bell’s illness and since that 
time, many letters, phone calls, and personal visits 
have been made to the Editor to inquire about Dr. 
Bell’s condition and to express appreciation for 
blessings received from Dr. Bell’s ministry to both 
body and soul. 


Hundreds of people are praying for Dr. Bell’s 
recovery and we are earnestly trusting that he may 
be able to be up and about again within the next 
few months. We praise God for our “Beloved 
Physician” Dr. Bell, our Comrade and Associate 
Editor and for the wonderful work he is doing in 
ministering to bodies and souls. —H.B.D. 





An Analysis 


In the larger denominations; whether it be in 
annual meetings, Board meetings or at the regional 
level, one comes face to face with a mounting 
pressure for uniting, for consolidation, for creation 
of great super Church organizations. 
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In fact, ecumenical emphasis has become of 
prime importance in the minds of the majority of 
“church leaders,” led usually by the professional 
secretary and constantly stressed by those individ- 
uals who seem to always be present in meetings of 
any importance. 


We do not believe it is an exaggeration to state 
that the most burning issue in the Church is 
ecumenicity. Whether expressed or not, this seems 
to be an admission that the influence of the Church 
in the world is decreasing and it is an attempt to 
increase this influence by the objective realization 
of Protestant unity. 


The most important question tho for every Chris- 
tian is this: wherein does the power of the Church’s 
witness lie? Is it in its message or in its organiza- 
tion? For those who feel that such a witness lies 
in its outward unity and organization then the 
natural course is any and every step which will 
lead to organizational unification. 


But, there is a great group which believes with all 
its heart that the power of the Church lies in the 
content of its message. To this group, any dilution 
of the Christian message involves a compromise 
which gravely affects the power and influence of 
the Church. 


We believe a decision has to be made by each 
individual some day; a decision for or against the 
essential content of the Gospel message. 


We further believe that those who put Christian 
truth ahead of mass ecumenical movements may 
become a minority. But, we prefer to belong to a 
minority which is RIGHT. —L.N.B. 





A Dangerous 
Assumption 


Serious consideration should be given the funda- 
mental difference in the philosophy of evangelical 
and liberal Christianity with reference to material 
things. 


The evangelical position is that man’s freedom 
involves the right to work and the right to enjoy 
the rewards of his work. But, it also recognizes 
that material security is a correlary of a right 
attitude to God and not something which man can 
demand per se. 


Christ says, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness, and all these things (houses, 
land, food, clothing, etc.) shall be added unto you.” 
Economic security is therefore a definite promise 
of our Lord to those who put Him and His kingdom 
first. 


The philosophy of the liberal on the other hand 
seems to be that economic security is an end in 
itself and one which the Church should seek for 
all men. We believe this viewpoint is a very 
dangerous assumption. 


Communism goes one step further. It promises 
economic security for all, the State taking the place 
of God, man’s security being bought at the price of 
submission to the will of the State—which is 
actually a small group of ruthless and godless men. 


There are those who argue that the Church should 
take greater leadership in effecting economic 
security for the masses. When this effort is directed 


at wining men to Christ we completely agree. But, 
in our judgment, when the Church, as the Church, 
seeks to bring economic security to all men regard- 
less of whether they are Christians, we believe it 
is folly. —L.N.B. 





Catechetical 
Instruction 


Certain religious pedagogues during recent years 
have challenged the efficacy of catechetical instruc- 
tion. As a result of this, a number of our people 
have trembled at their ex cathedra statements to 
the effect that ‘‘catechetical instruction is a waste 
of time’”’ and “‘catechetical instruction is just learn- 
ing old formulas by rote.” 


Many of us who were taught to “learn by heart’’ 
the precious truths of the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism are grateful to our parents and Sunday 
School teachers for their insistence upon the wisdom 
of treasuring these questions and answers in our 
memories. We believe that such instruction is a 
necessary part of a liberal (used in the best sense) 
Christian education. 


It is difficult to appraise the Shorter Catechism 
without using superlatives. It has served as a key to 
the Bible for many years. It exalts Jesus Christ as 
the all-sufficient Saviour of believers. It is faultless 
in its logic. It is simple in its presentation of the 
divine mysteries. It is concise in its expression of 
its sublime thoughts. It has a mathematical pre- 
cision about it that is simply amazing. 


The Shorter Catechism was born out of a sense 
of need. In fact, this is true of all the Christian 
Catechisms. The Greek words from which our 
words, catechism and catechising, are derived occur 
a number of times in the New Testament showing 
that the primitive church engaged in this practice. 
When the facts set forth in a Christian Catechism 
are burned into a child’s soul, its effect is lasting. 


Many examples could be cited to confirm this state- 
ment. 


No one would affirm that the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism is easy to learn. It has been 
said that the framers were less careful to make it 
easy than to make it good. Lazarus Seaman, one of 
the writers, explained that they sought to set down 
in it not the knowledge the child has, but the 
knowledge it ought to have. 


Since effort is required to both teach and learn 
the Shorter Catechism, we should be grateful to 
Dr. Wm. C. Robinson of Columbia Theological 
Seminary for his labors in preparing the first 
(so far as our knowledge extends) teachable expo- 
sition of this document in our Church. In pre- 
paring this work Dr. Robinson made use of the 


Scottish works by Principals Salmon and Alexander 
Whyte. 


Several churches have already used these ex- 
positions in training young people for church mem- 
bership. Dr. Vernon Broyles used it at North Ave. 
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Broyles has said, “This 
work by Dr. Robinson makes the Catechism more 
attractive and more usable. It is most helpful in 
training our young people for church membership.” 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal is now pub- 
lishing this exposition by Dr. Robinson in booklet 
form. These booklets will be sold at actual cost— 
20 cents each, $2.00 per dozen or $15.00 per 
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hundred. The supply will be limited, so we suggest 
that all who are interested should wrige early for 
copies. We especially recommend these booklets for 
young people’s meetings as food for thought and 
discussion. They will build in our younger people a 
sound doctrinal consciousness that will enable them 
to detect error and steady their thinking when clear 
thought is needed. J.R.R. 


Seven Television 
Sets 


In our pastoral visitation we met a prominent 
Lutheran layman. As an officer in his church he 
said that tithing was beginning to be stressed in a 
new way among Lutherans. 


He then related an experience which was not 
unusual for him but is for some weak christians. 
His church needed money for a new lot. On an 
impulse he wrote a check for $500.00. He wasn’t 
sure where the money was coming from. He is a 
dealer in electrical appliances so when he went 
home, he said to his wife, ‘‘The Lord can help me 
sell seven television sets so that I can make good 
on that gift.”” The next day he sold exactly seven 
television sets! 


Those who know the word and ways of God will 
not be astonished by this instance of divine faith- 
tulness. Long ago Paul wrote, ‘‘And God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work” (II Corinthians 9:8). 


C.N.W. III. 


Man-Made Unification Or Holy 
Spirit-Wrought Unity? 


In the 17th chapter of the Gospel of John is 
recorded the most profound and sublime of all 
prayers, in which five times our Lord prayed for 
His disciples “that they may be one.’’ Twice He 
gave reason why He so earnestly prayed for their 
unity: “that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.’”’ Twice He gave the secret of that unity, 
“T in them’’—the secret of which He had just been 
telling them more fully: “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches ... Abide in me and I in you.” The evi- 
dence that they were abiding in Him and He in 
them would be their experience and manifestation 
of the love of God, and our Lord said two amazing 
things about that: they were loved of the Father as 
He was, and the love of the Father would be in 
them because He would be in them. 


And even so it was. The thing about the Church 
at its start that most impressed and attracted was 
the way the first Christians loved one another and 
all others, even their enemies and persecutors. The 
pagan Lucian in one of his satires says of them: 
“Their original lawgiver had taught them that they 
were all brethren one of another.’”’ The Christian 
Tertullian says that their brotherly love made them 
stand out as different from other men and women, 
and set the non-Christian world to wondering. That 
was more than a century after the events recorded 
in the Book of Acts, in which also we read that the 
Church had this characteristic. 


1 


“For the first time,’ says the church historian, 
Adolph von Harnack, “that testimony arose among 
men that can never be surpassed, the testimony 
that “God is love’.”” And he goes on to show how 





gave men another chance to realize the kingdom of 


the Church, bearing that testimony and proving it 
in its own life, brought to a despairing world a 
fresh hope, renewed a decaying civilization, and 


God on earth. The Church had this unity expressing 
itself in love because it had unity of faith. 


Probably never since that time has the Church 


taken as seriously as it is taking now these words 
of our Lord’s prayer, “that they may be one.” 
This might indeed be called “the little Bible” of the 
ecumenical movement, which proposes “one Church 
for one world.’”’ Long before this movement attained 
its present imposing strength, Robert E. Speer had 
written of our Lord’s petition, “that they all may 
be one’: “This prayer cannot be fulfilled in sect- 
arianism. It cannot be fulfilled in what is sometimes 
offered as sufficient, ‘fraternal relations.’ That was 
not the kind of unity for which the Saviour prayed. 
It was co-operation, or toleration, or fraternity. It 
was oneness.” 

Oneness indeed it was. But Dr. Speer recognized 
as essential to this oneness, something that is taken 
altogether too lightly in some quarters where, it 
would seem, the unification of the divided church 
is the thing of first importance now. Unification is 
by mo means the same thing as unity, nor even 
progress toward unity—not the unity for which ow 
Lord prayed, described by Dr. Speer as “like the 
unity of the Father and the Son and grounded in 
that unity’. That is to say, there must be in order 
to such unity, a common faith as the necessary 
foundation. 


On that all-important point, our Lord is quite 
plain, for before He prayed for their unity, He said 
of those disciples with Him then in the Upper 
Room, “I have given unto them the words which 
thou gavest me; and they have received them and 
have known surely that 1 came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me.” Later, 
John (who recorded these words), wroie: “We hav: 
seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world.’”’ And how is He to be 
the Saviour? “Sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” 


Paul was not in the Upper Room, but his great 
passage on the unity of the church as the body of 
Christ (Ephesians 4) shows that he too recognized 
that before the Church can have the unity for which 
our Lord prayed, it must have that common faith 
on the essentials of which both John and Paul and 
indeed all the New Testament writers are quite 
agreed. Paul wrote in this Ephesian passage of the 
Lord’s provision for “the building up of the body 
of Christ”” (the church), “till we all come in th 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ: That we hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up into him in all things, which 
is the head, even Christ: From whom the whol 
body . . . maketh increase of the body unto the 
building up of itself in love.’”’ Here is Paul’s great 
vision of the Church with our Lord’s prayer for its 
unity answered, and he saw, as John saw and ou 
Lord saw, that such oneness in love is to be reached 
‘in the unity of the faith.” 


But unhappily this is not the concern of too man; 
of those who seem so sure that ‘‘one Church fo 
one world”’ is the only hope for the world now. 
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“The faith,” indeed, as they see it, is an obstacle 
to the unification they seek. Therefore it must be 
reduced to the absolute minimum that would leave 
any justification for calling their unified Church a 
Christian Church. 


Recently one of these “ecumenicals,’”’ Dr. Visser 
t’Hooft, who is General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, spoke with great frankness of 
that Council. He said that it was like a ship on its 
maiden voyage, headed for an unknown destination, 
its seaworthiness remaining to be proved, as well as 
its capacity for the cargo of hope with which it has 
been laden. As for the crew, he quoted a speaker at 
the initial meeting of the World Council at Amster- 
dam: “We are ecumenical babies.” According to 
Dr. Visser t’Hooft’s statement, the crew do not yet 
agree even on the meaning of the church. “It is 
almost as if our crew couldn’t agree on which is 
the bow and which the stern,” he said. 


Tragic beyond words that instead of calling the 
Church to repentance for “divisions in the one 
body of Christ,” so many church leaders, guilty 
themselves, are not calling the Church to repent- 
ance for departure from the one faith without 
which the Church is not the body of Christ at all, 
but a counterfeit, having indeed “a form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof.”—W.T.W. 


The Lover Of Truth 
Need Fear No Man’s 


Censure 


These are the words of Augustine in his second 
book on the Trinity. They are well worth ponder- 
ing. The man who stands not for self, but for 
truth is helped when his neighbor corrects his 
erroneous thinking or writing and brings him closer 
to the truth. The man who speaks truth and is 
condemned for standing for the truth suffers for 
that which he loves. They burned John Hus, but 
they did not destroy the truth for which he stood. 
Those who seek merely the plaudits of men close 
their hearts to the truth of God. “How can ye 
believe, who receive glory one of another, and the 
glory that cometh from the only God ye seek not?” 
“Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of 
you!” “For they loved the glory that is of men, 
more than the glory that is of God.” 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal loves the 
truth and consequently fears no man’s censure. 
Some of those who boast of their alleged ‘“‘liberal’”’ 
spirit have been very illiberal in their references 
to us. And we hear that an ill-informed conserva- 
tive speaking in a Southern city attacked us for 
not making as strong a fight for the truth as he 
thought we should. We are reminded of the ad we 
used to see on a druggist’s desk: 


If your competitor talks about you, put him on 
the pay roll. 


It doesn’t matter what he says so long as he 
talks about you. But more seriously, we invite our 
brethren who boast of their liberal attitudes and 
as well those who think they are making a stronger 
fight for the faith than we are to show us our 
slips and errors. And as lovers of truth we will seek 
to correct the errors that are shown to us—that the 
lamp of truth may burn the more brightly. Grace 
and truth came in Jesus Christ. We rejoice in Him. 


—Wnm.C.R. 





The Message Makes 
A Difference 


The Christian Century, brilliantly edited liberal 
magazine, has an obituary in the issue of February 
8, 1950, on Dr. Joseph Fort Newton. 


Dr. Newton began in the Southern Baptist minis- 
try, went over to the Universalist and then became 
an Episcopalian. ‘‘He jumped from the pastorate of 
an inconspicuous congregation in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, to the world-famous pulpit of the City 
Temple, London. There from 1916 to 1919 his 
career reached its peak... ” 


“His return to this country after the war, and 
his pastorates in New York and Philadelphia, were 
anticlimax. Never again did he attain the prom- 
inence he shared in London with Maude Royden, his 
associate at the City Temple. Once he had returned 
to his native land, the pulpit eloquence which had 
made him internationally known failed to disclose 
the ‘bite’ which was demanded by the moral issues 
of the ‘Wasteland’ years following the war... ” 


“‘We shall long treasure the memory of Joseph 
Fort Newton as the rich, friendly soul that he was. 
And if, in his later years, his pulpit message owed 
more to form than to content, that cannot detract 
from the record at City Temple. He had his hour.” 


In contrast, United Evangelical Action in its issue 
of February 1, 1950, comments on the ministry of 
Dr. W. A. Criswell in the First Baptist Church, 
Dallas. When Dr. George Truett died in 1944, 
“dozens of church members gave up the downtown 
church. Others wondered who could replace him— 
and foredoomed his successor to failure.” 


What has happened? The membership under Dr. 
Criswell has grown from 7,400 to almost 9,000. 
Armored cars take the Sunday collections, some- 
times $10,000, to the bank. Last year the congrega- 
tion pledged $400,000 toward the budget in one 
day. Foreign and local missions are being empha- 
sized. 

Dr. Criswell says modernism is a rot and curse 
to the church. One of his favorite expressions is: 
“Show me in the Bible how I can do this, and I 
will do it.” 


We never heard Dr. Newton preach. We do not 
label him. But if he had more form than content 
in his message, the reader may fairly draw some 
conclusion from the record of Dr. Newton and Dr. 
Criswell. We do not believe a man can heartily live 
and preach “Jesus Christ, and him crucified” and 
have a ministry that ravels out in anticlimax. 

—C.N.W., III. 


Turning The World 
Upside Down 


“These that have turned the world upside down 
are come hither also.” 





Evil men sometimes tell the truth. Caiaphas, who 
hated Jesus, nevertheless said a very true thing 
when, as the high priest, he testified that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the people. 
(See John 11:49-52). 


These men of Thessalonica were pretty near the 
truth when they used these words about Paul and 
his party. They made two mistakes, however. The 
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first was that the world was right side up. The fact 
is that sin and Satan have the world topsy-turvy 
already: the business of the Christian and those 
who preach the gospel is to turn it right side up 
again. Their second mistake was in thinking that 
men can turn the world over. Only God can do 
this. The Gospel, as proclaimed by men, is the 
power, (dynamite), of God to do this mighty work. 
It takes as much power to turn the world over as 
it did to create it in the beginning: one is just as 
great a miracle as the other. 


Men are trying in their feeble way to right the 
world, but, unless they are working with God, all 
their efforts will be in vain. Christ is the only 
answer to an upside-down world. Only in Him can 
we hope to make it a safe and sane place in which 
men may dwell. 


Everything about the men of the world is upside 
down. This is part of what we mean by “Total 
Depravity.”’ Their hearts, and heads, and hands are 
all out of place and working contrary to the laws 
of God. 


The Thoughts of men need to be righted. My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, says God. Men 
leave God out of their thinking, and all their plans 
for the betterment of mankind are vain and fruit- 
less. This is the fatal weakness of the United 
Nations’ efforts along this line. 


The Feelings of men must be changed. Love must 
take the place of hate before the world finds either 
peace or brotherhood. 


The Desires of men must be made radically 
different. Unselfish service must take the place of 
covetousness, greed, and selfishness. 


The Wills of men must be made subject to the 
will of God. 


The Acts of men will be made right when the 
inner man is changed. No power can do this except 
the almighty power of God. We know, however, 
that some day this old world will be turned right 
side up again, made new; a new heavens and a new 
earth, purified by fire. The A-Bomb, or the H- 
Bomb, may be an instrument in the hands of God 
to do it, but some day it will be done. 


In the meantime let us, as Paul and Silas, do all 
we can by the preaching of our glorious gospel, to 
bring this change about, for this gospel must be 
preached in all the world for a witness. —J.K.P. 





. . 
Methodism’s Pink 
ay 
Fringe 
Under this title in the February Readers’ Digest 

Stanley High has written up the Methodist Federa- 
tion for Social Action, and particularly its secretary 
Mr. Jack McMichael, for travelling with the com- 
munists. For example, he says that two years ago 
the Federation called a national conference in 
Kansas City to discuss ‘“‘the Christian Church and 
the Present-Day Tensions.’”’ General Feng Yu- 
Hsiang presented the communist side of the Chinese 
story, and no one gave the other side despite the 
fact that Chiang Kai-shek is a Methodist and thru 
his government was recognized by the United 
States. Chief speaker there was Dr. Jerome Davis 
“‘the country’s foremost apologist for Russia’ whose 
pro-Soviet book Behind Soviet Power has been gent 
free by Federation members to the 22,000 Method- 
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ist ministers together with a commendatory letter 
signed by high Methodist officials and written on 
the official stationery of the Methodist Board of 
Foreign Missions and Church Extension. 


These revelations have called forth at least four 
articles of protest in the Atlanta Journal, three 
from the vigorous pen of Dr. Pierce Harris. The 
Pastor of Atlanta’s First Methodist Church writes: 


“Most of this muntiny against the ancient 
traditions comes from the North and East. 
That is the unsavory part of our inheritance 
in the Unification of American Methodism. 


“Take this man Jack McMichael, whose 
name runs all the way through the High article 
—he is a Georgia product, but a product of 
which, along with the boll weevil and moon- 
shine whiskey, we’re not very proud. Jack is a 
sample of what we get when we send our 
preacher boys away from home to get an edu- 
cation. 


““A boy goes North with a bright lamp of 
Truth in his hand, but it is not long before 
some intellectual sophisticate, with just enough 
spirituality to cast a shadow in the shape of a 
question mark, leads him down a dark alley 
and blows it out. Then the poor boy becomes 
that pathetic paradox: a preacher without any- 
thing to preach. The only thing left is, to drag 
the sands of his sophisticated spirituality over 
the ashes of his dead faith, kick aside his 
abandoned Cross—and sally forth—a guilty 
Gallahad, shorn of his strength, but determined 
to attract attention which he accomplishes by 
blasting away at the Rock of Ages, with an 
occasional swipe at the jugular vein of the 
only country on earth where a man can enjoy 
the benefits of its way of life while, at the 
same time, he spends his strength trying his 
absolute best to destroy it.’ 
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In his second article Pierce Harris called upon 
100,000 Methodist to fire letters or telegrams to 
the College of Bishops protesting the mailing of 
“subversive” literature from 150 Fifth Avenue, 
New York — the Methodist headquarters. Two 
days later the Atlanta Journal carried as a news 
item the protest filed by the board of stewards of 
the First Methodist Church of Rome, Georgia. More 
power to Dr. Harris and to those who bear his 
stentorian call: “Methodists Need To Purge Their 
Pink Fringe.” * —Wm.C.R. 





Mystery For Us 


The great Dutch theologian, Bavinck is quoted as 
saying that mystery is the life of dogmatics. All 
things are known to God, but there is mystery for 
us. Recently, competent Hebraists have found this 
thought in Ecclesiastes 3:11. The King James 
Version reads that God hath set the world in their 
hearts. The ASV gives the following rendering: 
“He hath made everything beautiful in its time: 
also He hath set eternity in their heart, yet so 
that man cannot find out the work that God hath 
done from the beginning even to the end.” The 
rendering now suggested runs thus: “For the mind 
of man He hath appointed mystery, that man may 
never fathom God’s purpose from beginning to 
end.’”’ We accept the mystery of Divine sovereignty 
and human responsibility to accept the free offer 
of the Gospel—we admit that we cannot fathom 
God’s purpose from beginning to end—we walk by 
faith not by sight—we trust where we cannot 


fathom — for we know HIM WHOM we have 
believed—even our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
—Wnm.C.R. 





On Those Who 
Are Anti 


With honor goes temptation: in exaltation there 
is trial. The very fact of being a Christian elevates 
the believer; and with such elevation goes respon- 
sibility. The Christian is an honored nerson. In the 
Hebrew language, the word honor also and pri- 
marily means being heavy. Insidious is the danger, 
and no less constant the temptation, to scorn of 
others, to pride, aloofness, Pharisiaism. Here is 
nothing other than the lure of antinomianism. Those 
who are guilty of this word’s freight have a sense 
of superiority not only to fellows but to law. The 
antinomian is one who claims, by act if not word 
of mouth, that on account of his implied great 
piety and self-conscious godliness, the legal aspects 
of the Christian faith have little or no claim on him, 

When Cleopatra wanted J. Caesar to marry her 
but heard the Gallic conqueror demur on account 
of Roman law, she is reported to have replied in 
stinging challenge and with scornful banter: “Is not 
Caesar above the law?” History shows that Caesar 
was not all that could be desired of a man morally; 
but he did not place himself above the law of his 
land. When a judge, in the presence of Louise XIV 
referred to the “State and the King,” that proud 
monarch, so one historian remarks, replied, ‘I am 
the State.’’ Lack of a sense of honor and of sub- 
servience sounds more like a pagan tyrant than an 
enlightened king. 

All Christians and the more particularly ministers 
find the temptations and failures here involved 
pertinent to them. How many in these premisses are 
anti! They don’t want to be bound by the ordinary 
proprieties that circumscribe the liberties of those 
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exalted. They would make of themselves exceptions 
to the rule. The parson (who was once the person, 
in education and in rank among the people) both 
in pulpit and in community is necessarily elevated 
above his fellows. And who more than the preacher 
should keep in mind the fact that as the center of 
gravity is elevated, the danger of losing one’s 
balance and of falling, is increased. The only case 
of student-cheating now recalled is that of a candi- 
date for the Ministry who exuded piety at every 
pore. From years ago, comes the case of a minister, 
a Doctor of Divinity, a reputed “world-beater,” of 
whom one of his elders was heard to make remark: 
“So spiritual, so pious.”” Came a day when mothers 
of certain young daughters in the Church persuaded 
the unctious brother to leave town without delay 
for daylight and sans benefit of the railroad. “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall.” 

For pulpit and for pew alike always is the time 
when the Christian should be like that Centurion in 
Scripture, “under authority.”” For one to cry that 
he is not under law but under grace, even though 
the expression is on the pages of the Book, is to 
reveal a poor sense of geometry as of hermeneutics. 
We are certainly not under the law as related to 
grace, horizontally; one does not procede out from 
under the law and into a position under grace. 
Grace is always subservient to law, even the 
greaiest expression of it in the gift of the Son of 
God for man’s salvation (God was just in justify- 
ing ihe ungodly). It is vertically that the believer 
is under grace which in turn is under law. Grace so 
to speak, intervenes and cushions law, never ne- 
gating the law of God. Woe then unto us who bear 
His Name, if in claiming its blessings we scorn 
Christianity’s obligations. Long before the expres- 
sion noblessse oblige was coined, and even now is 
it true that to whom much is given much is re- 
quired. The follower like the Master is among men 
as one that serveth. 


Does not Holy Writ tell us that the Christian 
is king (queens not debarred)? It is well to re- 
member, O royalty, that the toil is constant and 
unremitting that lifts up the king to the crown’s 
demands.”’ —R.F.G. 


God Does Not Need Us 


God Freely Loves Us 


“Neither is HE served by men’s hands, as though 
HE needed anything, seeing HE HIMSELF giveth 
io all life. and breath, and all things.” 

Four hundred and fifty years before Paul made 
this declaration at Mar’s Hill, Aristophanes had 
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satirized the notion that the gods were dependent 
on men in his comic drama, The Birds. Cloud- 
cuckoo-land is pictured as blocading heaven and 
preventing the sacrifices of men from reaching the 
hungry deities. Finally, the Greek gods come to the 
birds begging for peace at any price! 


There is a popular religion in America that never 
tires of repeating, “God has no hands but our 
hands, with which to do His work.” It treats S. D. 
Gordon’s myth about Jesus telling Gabriel that he 
had no plans or resources with which to convert 
the world except the witness of Peter, James, John 
and the other disciples, as if it were Gospel fact 

forgetting that the risen, almighty Christ 
directly converted Paul. Then it climaxes its picture 
by the story of GI’s restoring a German Church 
including a stature of Christ. When the hands of 
this figure could not be found they wrote this 
caption: “He has no hands but our hands!” 


This American religion is not the biblical picture 
of the Lord of hosts who doeth His will in the 
armies of heaven and among the children of men. 
The living God exists of Himself and so He is 
sufficient for Himself and sufficient for His people. 
God did not have to create in order to have fellow- 
ship. There is a perfect society of love and know- 
ledge and blessedness in the Trinity and God 
created men and angels to bring them into the 
blessedness of His holy, happy fellowship. Because 
God freely loved, therefore He created and there- 
fore later He redeemed us. God is not a mere 
militarist needing soldiers and only concerned that 
His ranks be filled. 


And the true inspiration for vigorous service 
does not come from the proclamation of a finite, 
limited god. The men who have expected great 
things from God and attempted great things for 
God have been men who believed in God the 
Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
who sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. It is out of Isaiah’s magnificant presen- 
tation of God Transcendent that ancient Judah 
renewed her strength, mounting up with wings as 
eagles, running and not becoming weary, walking 
and not fainting. It is out of the risen Christ’s as- 
surance—‘‘all power is given unto me in heaven 
and on earth’’—that the Great Commission comes. 
Our Lord Himself, Paul, Augustine, Luther, Calvin, 
Knox all believed in the mighty God. In the name 
of the great God of heaven and earth they subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises 
from weakness were made strong, turned to flight 
armies of aliens. 


God did not need to have us, but He freely set 
His love upon us. Wear that as your amulet against 
the blues! Keep yourself in the love of God! Fix 
your eyes upon Jesus, there are no dark spots in 
God for which He does not go bail. And the Father 
at whose right hand He sits is the Almighty. Trust 
in the Lord Jehovah at all times, for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength. He giveth power to 
the faint and to him that hath no might He in- 
creaseth strength. The everlasting God, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary! He gives the atom and the hydrogen their 
power and He holds those powers in leash. His 
hand is at the helm and He knows where He is 
directing the universe. We trust Him who withheld 
not His only Son but freely offered Him up for 
us all. We trust HIM to work all things together 
for our good, and to use us in His gracious service. 

—Wm.C.R. 


Our Storehouse Of Freedom 
Is Being Robbed 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Excerpts from an Address delivered before the 
Rotary Club of Hattiesburg, Miss., by Mr. L. E. 
Faulkner, Vice-President and General Manager, 
Mississippi Central Railroad Company, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 


No one can successfully deny the statement that 
our storehouse of freedom is being robbed of its 
contents. We are all involved—some knowingly 
and others unknowingly. 


One of the principal foundation stones of our 
storehouse of freedom is to be found in the “May- 
flower Compact.” This immortal document of ap- 
proximately 200 words was written about 330 years 
ago. It was drafted “in the name of God.” 


156 years after the drafting of the Mayflower 
Compact, the Thirteen United States adopted the 
Declaration of Independence. — our exodus from 
bondage. The closing sentence in this immortal 
document reads as follows: “And for the support 
of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and 
our sacred Honor.” Our storehouse of freedom and 
its contents were possible only on account of the 
blessings of God’s Holy Spirit and His Divine 
guidance. 


By the adoption of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, our forefathers completed our storehouse of 
freedom and placed therein some precious contents 
—some of the very freedoms that have been and 
are being removed from our storehouse of freedom 
under such slogans as the “New Deal,” the “Fair 
Deal,” and the “Welfare State.” 


Our brave forefathers left England because of 
planned and managed economy, regimentation, 
bureaucracy, dictatorship, government interference 
with religious worship and government interference 
with the operation of their everyday affairs. One 
of the principal robbers in those days was King 
George, III, and here are a few of the things that 
our forefathers had to say about him: 


‘“‘He has erected a multitude of New Offices, 
and sent hither swarms of Offices to harass our 
People, and eat out their substance ... He has 
combined with others to subject us to a juris- 
diction foreign to our constitution, and unac- 
knowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 
their Acts of pretended Legislation ... He has 
imposed taxes on us without our Consent.” 


What a striking similarity there is in the methods 
used today in robbing our storehouse of freedom 
to those used by King George, III, and his bureau- 
crats. 


Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration 
of Independence, spoke a self-evident truth which 
is just as true today as it was 160 years ago when 
he said “I am for government rigorously frugal 
and simple, applying all the possible savings of the 
public revenue to the discharge of the public debt; 
and not for a multiplication of officers and salaries 
merely to make partisans, and for increasing, by 
every device, the public debt on the principle of its 
being a public blessing.” 








0. i, ee ee eee 


meee ma.s rt Sw ee rH 


, a» 
ctr 


ds 


u- 


yn 
ch 
on 


he 
yt; 
es 
by 
its 











Mar. 1, 1950 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page $§ 








I have time to mention only a few of the “Wel- 
fare State” measures again requested by President 
Truman. Socialized Medicine, Federal Aid to Edu- 
cation, So-called Civil Rights program which in- 
cludes FEPC legislation, Brannan Farm Plan, 
Legislation that wastes billions of the taxpayers’ 
money in subsidies. 


The average family with an income of $3000.00 
for the fiscal year ending last June paid in taxes 
more than $700.00. The average family on a 
$5000.00 income paid out more than $1200.00 in 
taxes and in the case of the $7500.00 family the 
total taxes amounted to approximately $2000.00. 
These figures plainly show that the rich are not 
paying the taxes for the man of smaller income. He 
is paying them himself, and if he wants to keep 
more of his income for his own family there is just 
one thing for him to do and that is to take an 
active and responsible part in his government and 
an active part in helping to create an aroused 
public opinion against the squandering of the tax- 
payers’ money in socializing America. Thomas 
Jefferson once stated: ‘“‘We must make our selec- 
tion between economy and liberty, or profusion and 
servitude.”’ Every freedom-loving citizen is face to 
face with that decision today and the hour is late 
because our storehouse of freedom, step by step, 
is losing its precious contents. 


In the beginning of this talk I stated that we 
are all involved, some knowingly and others un- 
knowingly. A good example of how true this is is 
the fact that the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America speaking for 26 national church 
denominations and approximately 29 million church 
members has officially endorsed much of President 
Truman’s plan for a so-called “Welfare State’ that 
would, according to recent statements made by 
Herbert Hoover, J. Edgar Hoover, James F. Byrnes, 
former U. S. Supreme Court Justice and later 
Secretary of State under Truman, Senator Harry 
F. Byrd, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, and many 
other great Americans, lead this great nation of 
ours down the road to bankruptcy, collectivism 
and socialism. 

I challenge anyone to disprove the statement that 
the Federal Council of Churches has officially en- 
dorsed FEPC legislation, non-segregation of races, 
so-called Civil Rights program, socialized medicine, 
socialized insurance, increase in minimum wage 
rates, government guaranteed full employment, 
social planning and control of the credit and mone- 
tary systems, organization of workers in agriculture 
and subordination of the profit motive to the 
“creative and co-operative spirit.” 





“Say Yes To Your Faith” 
By Rev. B. S. Hodges, Jr. 


Associate Secretary Of The 
General Council 


This is the personal challenge that comes to every 
member of our Church at the Every Member Can- 
vass season. The successful operation of the 
Church’s program in the local church, the Presby- 
tery, Synod, and General Assembly will be de- 
termined by the response made by each member to 
the Canvass. The budget of your church has been 
prepared by the Finance Committee, probably dis- 
cussed and approved by a joint meeting of the 
Board of Deacons and the Session, and finally 
adopted by the congregation, which makes it the 
financial objective of the church for the year. In 
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this budget provision has been made for the total 
work of the Church at home and abroad, but the 
budget is just some figures on a piece of paper 
unless you are assuming your rightful part of it, 
and bringing back to God, through your regular 
contributions, your gifts “as God hath prospered” 
you. 

The stewardship of material possessions, the 
money which God has intrusted to us, to be used 
by us in the support of His Church, is the purpose 
of the Every Member Canvass. The Canvass is not 
merely a method of raising money or underwriting 
the budget of the local church, however, but it 
offers an oportunity for every member to give an 
account of his stewardship. It reveals the content of 
the heart as well as the content of the purse. It is 
an ardent crusade to release every member who is 
shackled by selfishness and ignorance, as well as 
those who are already assuming their rightful re- 
sponsibilities, and to enlist, encourage and enlighten 
all in the forward march of Christ’s Kingdom. 
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The mechanics of the Canvass will be determined 
by each church, and the method which best meets 
the local situation will be chosen. Some churches 
will prefer the ‘Visitation’ method. Teams of 
“Visitors” are chosen, and their consent to serve 
secured. Canvassers list, which may be secured 
from the General Council (324 Church Street, 
Decatur, Ga.) without cost, are made up from the 
church roll so that every member of the congrega- 
tion, old and young alike, will be given the privi- 
lege of this stewardship experience. The children 
of the congregation will not be overlooked. It is a 
common experience today for parents to give their 
children a weekly allowance, and from this allow- 
ance they should be taught to make their offering 
to their church. As their contributions increase, the 
parents will see that their allowance is increased. 
Even if parents provide the amounts for the church 
envelopes apart from the children’s allowance, the 
children should be given the privilege of signing 
the pledge card for themselves, and placing the 
envelopes in the collection plates. This is good 
stewardship training. The visitation should be set 
for certain hours on the day chosen, and the mem- 
bership urged to remain at home until they have 
been visited. 


Another type of Canvass which is growing in 
popularity is the “Volunteer” service, when at a 
regular preaching service, the congregation is urged 
to be present and, having been provided with pledge 
cards and pencils, they present their pledges to God 
as an act of dedication and devotion. It can be 
made truly a worship experience. When the cards 
have been turned in, the church roll is checked, 
and those members whose cards have not been 
received should be visited by the Board of Deacons 
or other teams of visitors. 


A worthwhile Canvass is not an accident. It 
depends on careful planning by the Finance Com- 
mittee, in co-operation with the Board of Deacons 
and the Session, from the time the budget is pre- 
pared until every member has been canvassed. This 
presupposes that the month preceding the Canvass 
will be a period of enlightment and training in 
which the pastor will take the lead through a 
planned preaching program. In every department or 
group in the church the stewardship emphasis 
should be observed, and the wide and intelligent 
use of the literature and materials, provided with- 
out cost by the General Council, should be made. 


There are three questions which most of us want 
our religion to answer for us. We want to know 
where we came from, why we are here, and where 
we are going. And Christ is the answer, and the 
only satisfying answer to these questions. Our faith 
enables us to believe in a wonderfully wise and 
powerful God, Wo has made us in His own image 
and for His glory. Comforting and reassuring is 
the faith that assures us that we are not mere 
bits of flotsam and jetsam, floating on the current 
of time. Our faith tells us that He made us for His 
own glory, and that He has something for us to do 
for Him, and that our lives are not only tremend- 
ously valuable and important to ourselves, but also 
to Him. Our faith tells us that some day He will 
call us to lay down the burden of life’s responsi- 
bilities, and that “‘we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” To the good 
and faithful steward, He will say, “‘Thou hast been 
faithful ..., enter thou into the joys of thy Lord,” 
but to the unfaithful, “Depart from me, I never 
knew you.” 
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Can Euthanasia Be Regarded 
As Christian? 


Note to the Editor: I wrote this manuscript in support of an overture to the next General Assembly of my 
Church and submitted it to SOCIAL PROGRESS, a publication of the Board of Christian Education, 
which is the organ in which such matters should be discussed, but the associate editor said they would not 
publish it until AFTER the General Assembly shall have decided what to do about the overture. I asked 
for it back and have decided to submit it to you, hoping that you will publish it and that it may reach and 
help some members of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., and may help to strengthen all who read it 


in adherence to our Westminster Standards. —S.M.R. 


By Rev. Stephen Reynolds, Ph.D. 


Salem, Mass. 


No Christian can properly regard euthanasia with 
indifference. There has developed in recent years 
a movement not heard of in the history of the 
Christian Church until our own day for the legaliza- 
tion of what its advocates call “‘euthanasia” or 
“mercy-killing.”’” A large number of ministers have 
signed the following statement: “‘A Proposal has 
been put forward to legalize voluntary euthanasia, 
i.e. painless death for persons desiring it, who are 
suffering from incurable, fatal and painful disease. 
A Bill has been drafted to give effect to this, and 
the proposal is receiving encouragement and sup- 
port from thinking people. 


“Such a proposal raises important issues on 
ethical, legal and medical grounds. 


“As regards the ethical issue, we, the under- 
signed, after giving the matter careful considera- 
tion, wish to state that, in our opinion, voluntary 
euthanasia, under the circumstances mentioned 
above, should not be regarded as contrary to the 
principles of morality or religion.” 


The early Church had to set its face against 
the excessive zeal of Christians who desired martyr- 
dom, courting physical pain to obtain, as they 
supposed, a celestial reward. Now we have people 
who because of physical pain wish to give up the 
battle and withdraw from life. Both of these types 
of suicide come under the condemnation of the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. as expressed in the answer to the 136th 
Question of the Larger Catechism, which is, ‘“‘The 
sins forbidden in the sixth commandment are, all 
taking away the life of ourselves, or of others, 
except in case of public justice, lawful war, or 
necessary defence; the neglecting or withdrawing 
the lawful or necessary means of preservation of 
life; sinful anger, hatred, envy, desire of revenge; 
all excessive passions, distracting cares; immoderate 
use of meat, drink, labor, and recreations; provok- 
ing words; oppression, quarreling, striking, wound- 
ing, and whatsoever else tends to the destruction 
of the life of any.” 


The idea of killing the aged as useless members 
of society is not new to the human race. Found 
usually among primitive tribes, it may receive an 
impetus in our civilization by the unwise advocacy 
of euthanasia by clergymen and other supposed 
authorities on ethics. In primitive communities 
where the killing of the aged is practiced, con- 
sciences become so hardened and custom becomes 
so fixed that the old consent to their own destruc- 
tion. In our day, particularly in periods of depres- 
sion, considerable pressure causing intense mental 
agony may be placed on the sick and old to cause 


them to submit to euthanasia, if the proposed legis- 
lation should be passed. 


Selfish heirs greedy for inheritance could and 
undoubtedly would use their influence to convince 
aged persons of the moral rightness of self-de- 
struction. 


With such legislation passed, it would become 
increasingly difficult to convict persons of murder 
if the one murdered were known to be in any way 
defective. 


In Hitler’s program of race improvement, we are 
told, mental defectives were taught to ask for 
euthanasia and some of them did so. This proves 
that dynamic leaders are often able to convince the 
weak to do things contrary to the latter’s best 
interests. Such pressure put on mental defectives 
and on the aged while weak and clouded in their 
thinking would no doubt often succeed, but the 
results would be most degrading to a nominally 
Christian civilization. 


Advocates of this proposed legislation take into 
account neither the power of God to cure diseases 
nor the marvelous strides constantly being made by 
physicians in the healing art. Science may be at 
the threshold of new discoveries, and the power of 
God to heal is unlimited. James, speaking under 
inspiration of God, does not advise the sick to 
escape pain through suicide but says, “Is any among 
you sick? let him call the elders of the church and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord.” (James 5:14). 


The proposed legislation is wrong because it does 
not and can not take into account the condition of 
the soul of the sick. Many persons who are nominal- 
ly church members go through experiences that 
they afterward affirm gave them their first saving 
faith. Would a person be regarded as merciful who 
would send one to eternity to escape pain on the 
assumption that his soul was saved? The man we 
know as the Penitent Thief obtained salvation on 
the cruel cross after enduring agony. We can 
imagine what a euthansia advocate might do to 
one condemned to such a death with the means to 
end his sufferings speedily, a vial of poison perhaps. 
If he had offered it to the condemned theif before 
his execution and the latter had accepted it, he 
would have died an impenitent thief and his soul 
would have been eternally and irretrievably lost. 
Would he thank his supposed benefactor, the 
mercy-killer, if knowledge of the salvation he 
might have had were given him? He would not. He 
would no doubt curse him and his ill advised kind- 
ness. There are perhaps some today being hastened 
to eternity by persons who do not consider what 
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great work of salvation Christ may do even with a 
poor sinner in agony. 


Paulsen, who thinks that suicide is permissible, 
says that it may be heroic to refrain from it in 
great bodily or mental anguish, but it is no duty. 
(“Heldentum ist nicht Pflicht’’) It is, however, 
the very genius of Christian morality that it calls 
men to the highest good, and if properly interpreted 
does not permit them to lose themselves in probabil- 


ism and laxism to seek the easy but less honorable 
way out of difficulties. Christ raises the stern 
challenge, “‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” If heroism is 
better than cowardice (which few deny), the Chris- 
tian has no right to choose cowardice. 


God is the giver of human life. Let Him be the 
one to take it, and let Christians not desert their 
post until summoned by the Great Commander. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For March 19: The Faith 
That Sustained The Church 


Scripture: Acts 21:7-26:32; Romans 5:1-8; He- 
brews 12:1-3; I John 1. Devotional Reading: II 
Timothy 1:8-14. Faith is the foundation grace of 
the Christian Church. Faith lies at the foundation 
of many other things: of the Home, of the State, 
of Business, of Society. All the world would be in 
chaos and confusion without it; most of our 
national and international troubles are caused by 
lack of faith. 


What sort of faith was it that sustained the 
church? It had to be a strong, living faith, for the 
church faced tremendous difficulties. The back- 
ground scripture for our lesson takes up several 
passages. Our memory selection sums it all up when 
it says, “For I know whom (him whom) I have 
believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that 
day,” or “I know whom I have believed and I am 
sure that He is able to guard until that Day what 
has been entrusted to me.’’ Whether we think of 
ourselves, our souls, or the Gospel, we are sustained 
by faith in Him. 


I would like to take this as a sample outline for 
the lesson: This sustaining faith of the Church, (1) 
Flows from a deep personal experience, Conver- 
sion, (2) Centers in a Marvellous Person, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, (3) Relies upon the Holy Spirit for 
guidance, teaching, and fruitfulness, and (4) Ex- 
presses itself in a rich and beautiful Life, called 
“The Way.” 


I. A Deep Personal Experience: Conversion: Acts 
21:7-26:32. In these chapters we have Paul telling 
the story of his conversion. He is arrested at 
Jerusalem, relates the story of his conversion to 
the people standing on the stairs, makes his defence 
before the council, is sent to Caesarea for safety, 
defends himself before Felix and Festus, and then 
relates again the story of his conversion before 
King Agrippa. It is a most remarkable story, as 
we know, and we are all familiar with its details. 
Not all of us are converted in the same way as 
Saul of Tarsus. There are several “types” of con- 
version in the book of Acts; but all must have a 
personal experience of the change called the New 
Birth, or Regeneration, which takes place in a man’s 
heart and life when he becomes a Christian. The 
outward circumstances may differ, as we see from 
the case of Cornelius, the Etheopian, Saul, Lydia, 
the Philippian Jailor, and Timothy, but the inner 
change, the work of the Spirit, is the same. It was 


natural for Saul’s conversion to be spectacular. He 
was a bitter opponent of Christ and Christians and 
God had to deal strenuously with him, to “knock 
him down” and blind him before he would humble 
himself and see the truth. The same Spirit worked 
in Cornelius, a seeker after the truth, as was Lydia, 
and the Etheopian; in all there was a deep personal 
experience of the presence of God in saving power. 


So we should not insist, or expect, that all con- 
versions will have the outward manifestation alike, 
but we should look for a changed hfe which demon- 
strates the new heart. The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and we cannot see it, but we can see what 
it does; it moves the leaves and the dust. Genuine 
conversion shows itself in our changed lives. 


These early Christians knew that they were 
changed, and everybody else knew it, and they also 
knew that this change had come about through 
grace by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and they 
testified to this fact both by word and deed. They 
were witnesses, not second-hand story tellers, and 
they knew whereof they spoke. Like the blind man, 
one thing they knew. 


II. A Marvellous Person: The Lord Jesus Christ: 
Acts 26; Hebrews 12:1-3, and other verses. This 
faith centered in a marvellous Person, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There were certain fundamental facts 
about Him which they believed. 


One was that He is the Son of God. They were 
not worshipping a mere man, but the God-man. 
They knew Him Whom they believed. Another was 
that He is the Messiah, proclaimed in the Old Testa- 
ment, the Anointed One, Who had been sent into 
the world. They proved this over and over again as 
they quoted the Scriptures. A third was that this 
Christ is the only Saviour of the world; that He 
died on the cross in order that forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in His name. Neither was there 
salvation in any other. A fourth was that this 
crucified Christ was risen from the dead, had 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and 
would come back in glory to judge the world. 
Their faith laid hold upon Him: they firmly believed 
these great facts about Him. They did not have the 
false idea that it makes no difference what we 
believe about Christ so long as we follow His 
teaching and manner of life. The first requirement 
was that they be very sure of the One in Whom 
they believed; that He was all He claimed to be. 

We need such faith today. There is entirely too 
much loose thinking along these lines. The leaven 
of the Sadducees—unitarianism—is poison to the 
Christian, and it is gradually permeating the 
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Protestant Church. We must have a Divine Saviour, 
or we have none at all. 


III. Reliance upon the Holy Spirit: Acts, and 
Romans 5:1-8. The Holy Spirit had been promised. 
He was poured forth on the Day of Pentecost. The 
whole Book of Acts might be called the “Acts of 
the Holy Spirit.” 


He revealed to them the meaning of the Old 
Testament. We see this whenever and wherever 
they preached. These men who were so slow of 
heart to believe what was written about Christ 
now saw clearly and quoted with understanding 
these “‘proof texts.” 


He guided them in their plans and work. They 
turned to God in prayer, and He answered their 
prayers. We can see the evidence of His guidance 
repeatedly in the journeys of Paul and in the way 
he was used to testify before governors and kings 
and when in prison, to write the Epistles which 
mean so much to the church. 


He brought forth rich fruit in -their lives. He 
enabled them to triumph over difficulties. 


Today, we must have the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit, or all our wealth, our activity, 
our worship, will be worthless. It is easy to have a 
form of godliness, but deny the power thereof. The 
power of the Christian is the presence of the holy 
Spirit. 


IV. A Beautiful Life, Called “The Way’: Acts, 
Romans, Hebrews, I John. In Acts we find the 
Christian Life often called ‘“‘The Way.” It is a fit 
word to describe how a follower of Christ should 
live. Jesus has said, “I am the Way.” By His death 
and resurrection He opened a new and living way 
for us; we are to follow the way. These early 
Christians walked by faith, and the way they 
walked was a beautiful way: they walked as He 
walked; they walked in love; they walked not as 
other Gentiles walked; they walked wisely and well, 
looking where they were going and redeeming the 
time, buying up the opportunities. 


There was genuineness and gentleness in their 
love for each other. The love of God was shed 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit. It showed 
itself in an unselfish sharing of their goods, and 
later, in cheerful giving of their means to help 
those in need. There was peace with God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The world around them, 
their enemies who persecuted them, were not able 
to take this peace from them. There was a radiant 
hope and an abounding joy which manifested them- 
selves in all they did. Faith worked in them and 
bore fruit in all the graces of the Christian life. 


Persecution could not destroy this beautiful 
“Way’’; in fact, it brought out some of its hidden 
beauty I believe that Saul of Tarsus, when perse- 
cuting the Christians must have been impressed 
with the way they suffered, and showed a forgiving 
spirit. This was preeminently true of Stephen. 


In Hebrews the ‘““‘Way” is called a “Race.” They 
ran well, looking off unto Jesus the Author and 
Finisher of their faith. 


They walked in the light, and had sweet fellow- 
ship one with the other. (see I John). The blood of 
Jesus Christ cleansed from all sin. In a world of 


darkness their Way of life made them the light of 
the world. 
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Some Questions for Thought and Discussion. Is 
our faith a living faith? Are we sure of the great 
facts about Christ? Are we sure that “He is able?” 
Do we seek the Spirit’s guidance daily? How does 
“our way” compare with “The Way” of Acts? Can 
anything take the place of faith? 





Lesson For March 26: The 
Church In Rome 


Scripture: Romans 1:1, 7-15; 15:22-29; 16; Acts 
27-28; Phillippians 1:12-20; 4:22. Devotional Read- 
ing: Isaiah 2:2-4. Rome was the center of political 
power, and Paul had his heart set on going to that 
strategic city. “I must see Rome,” was constantly 
in his mind. The outline of our lesson might well 
be: (1) His desire to visit Rome, (2) His voyage 
to Rome, and (3) His work in Rome. 

I. His Desire to Visit Rome: Romans 1:1; 7-15; 
15:22-29; 16. 

1. The Church was already established in this 
city. Some of those who were scattered abroad had 
no doubt begun the work, as they had in so many 
other places. He addresses his letter “‘To all that be 
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in Rome. It is interesting and instructive to notice 
his “Definition of a Christian” as we find it in 
verses 6-7. There are three distinctive things about 
a Christian according to this definition: First, ‘‘The 
called of Jesus Christ,’’ or, as the Revised Version 
puts it, “‘called to be Jesus Christ’s.”” When Jesus 
was here He called men to follow Him; He still 
does, through the Spirit. Second, “Beloved of God.”’ 
God loves all men, but His love for His people, 
Christians, is different from the love He has for 
other men. Third, “called to be saints.” All Chris- 
tians are ‘‘Saints.”’ It is entirely wrong to set aside, 
and “canonize”’ certain men and women and tack 
the name of “saint” to them. Jesus made it very 
plain that there were to be no distinctions among 
His followers but we are all to be “‘brethren.’”’ One 
of the best ministers I ever knew refused a Doctor’s 
degree from Davidson College partly on this 
ground. We are all ‘“‘set apart’’ for the service of 
God. Untold harm has been done in the church by 
making ‘“‘saints’” out of certain ones. I am sure that 
Paul, Peter, John, and the other apostles would 
have been the first to correct this error. 

2. He was praying that he might come to them. 
The purpose of that coming was two-fold: (1) that 
he might impart some spiritual gift to them, and 
(2), “that I may be comforted together with you.” 
They were to be mutually helpful one to the other. 


3. Verses 14-16 might be called, ‘‘Paul’s Declara- 
tion as a Christian.”’ This declaration falls into 
three parts: “I am debtor’; “I am ready”; “I am 
not ashamed,” (I am proud). Ponder these three 
statements; they give one a good insight into this 
man Paul. 


How different is the first one from the selfish 
man’s motto, a man like Cain, for instance, who 
says ‘“‘Am I my brother’s keeper’’? Men often say, 
“The world owes us a living’ but Paul says, “I owe 
the world a life,” “I am debtor,” and “I want to 
pay that debt before I die.” 


Then, take the second, “J am ready to preach the 
Gospel to you.’’ This was his one business. He was 
not coming to Rome to make a social visit, or as a 
tourist interested in the marvels of Roman architec- 
ture, or government; he was coming as a preacher. 

“T am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the 
power of God unto salvation.’”” The Romans wor- 
shipped power, but it was mainly physical power: 
which was to finally overthrow the power of Rome. 


Paul was coming with spiritual power, (dynamite), 


4. In the fifteenth chapter Paul explains more 
fully his purpose and desire. It seems that he has 
his eyes on Spain, as well as Rome. It is thought by 
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many that he went to Spain between his first and 
second imprisonments, and even as far as England. 


5. In the sixteenth chapter he sends greetings to 
many individual Christians in Rome, and also greet- 
ings from some of his friends and kinsmen. This is 
characteristic of Paul’s letters. 

II. His Voyage to Rome: Acts 27. In these 
chapters all of us can see the wonderful Providence 
of God; how He makes the wrath of man to praise 
Him and further the interests of His Kingdom. 
Truly, History, is “His story!” 

Paul longed to visit Rome, but his arrest in 
Jerusalem seemed for the moment to put an end 
to any such purpose. But Paul is saved from the 
wrath of his enemies, has the opportunity to wit- 
ness before the Roman Governors, Felix and Fes- 
tus, and then to King Agrippa. In the meantime, he, 
as a Roman citizen, had appealed to Caesar, and 
although Agrippa said that he might be set at 
liberty, if he had not taken this appeal, he was 
obliged to be sent on to Rome to be judged by the 
Emperor, so he was escorted by a body of soldiers, 
at the expense of the Roman government, and 
treated kindly by his guards. 


The Voyage to Rome is as well known as his 
Missionary Journeys. There are two outstanding 
events, both of them bringing out the fact that 
Paul the prisoner was Paul the leader. 

The first is the shipwreck off the coast of Me- 
lita, a small island in the Mediterranean Sea. Paul 
had advised stopping at The Fair Havens because he 
perceived that the voyage would be to the hurt and 
much danger, not only to the ship, but also their 
lives. ‘“‘Nevertheless the centurion believed the 
master and owner of the ship more than those 
things which were spoken of Paul.’’ Sometimes a 
preacher has better insight than a business man, 
especially if the preacher keeps as close to God as 
Paul. I expect the centurion regretted deeply the 
fact that he so foolishly disregarded the advice of 
his noted prisoner. When the shipwreck comes it is 
Paul who stands forth with the simple, but match- 
less creed, “I believe God,’’ and assumes the leader- 
ship of the frightened sailors and soldiers. Even the 
centurion takes orders from him. The result is that 
all are saved, although the ship is lost. 


The second of these events is the stay on the 
island where “the barbarous people showed us no 
little kindness.’’ I heard Dr. Graham, who was our 
pastor at Davidson College, give a splendid prayer- 
meeting talk on ‘“‘when Paul had gathered a bundle 
of sticks,” in which he pointed out the humility as 
well as the greatness of the apostle. The episode of 
the viper caused the people to say that he was a 
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god. This is twice that Paul, because of some 
miracle, is mistaken for a heathen god. The heal- 
ing of the father of Publius, the chief man of the 
island, and many others, made the people honor 
them with many honors. 


After three months they depart and finally 
reach their destination, where Paul was suffered 
to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 
No doubt it is from this contact with the soldiers 
that kept him that we have the reason for “the 
saints in Caesar’s household” of whom he speaks 
when writing to the Philippian Church. 


III. His Preaching at Rome: Acts 28. Two whole 
years in which to preach to all who came to hear 
him! Two whole years with the opportunities to 
reach Roman soldiers and his own countrymen. 
Paul, as he always did, tried first to reach the Jews 
in Rome. He explained to them fully the reason for 
his being there and exonerated himself of any fault 
in his relation to the Jews. He tells them that for 
the hope of Israel he is bound with this chain. They 
had not received any letter concerning him. (It is 
a wonder that his enemies in Jerusalem who were so 
bitter, had not written, but perhaps they felt that 
as a prisoner he would have little influence). At 
first they seemed inclined to listen and give heed 


and he appointed a day when there came many 
to hear. He expounded both out of the law and the 
prophets from morning to evening. Some believed 
and some believed not. When they agreed not he 
quoted the solemn warning from Isaiah 6:9, which 
had been quoted by Christ in John 12:39, 40. It is 
indeed a solemn warning to these unbelieving Jews 
and to all who hear, but do not heed, the Gospel 
message. He turns to others who will hear and for 
two years dwelt in his own hired house, preaching 
the Kingdom of God and teaching those things 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Campbell Morgan has this to say at the 
conclusion of his commentary on Acts: “Yet the 
central word is neither that of this interpretation 
of the unveiled King, nor this revelation of the 
subjects of the Kingdom. The central word is that 
of the mystery of the Cross whereby the rebel may 
be made nigh again, and the chaos may give place 
to cosmos, and all the weariness and wounding and 
woe may give place to rest and healing and happi- 
ness. Where the Christian witness is true to this 
Kingdom and to this interpretation, the issue is 
that the witness is unhindered—lIn proportation as 
we are so, the word forever describing the Church 
will be the word with which this book ends, un- 
hindered.” 





Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For March 
March 19: Let George Do It 


Introduction 


I was talking to a business man the other day 
who had hired a series of young people to work in 
his place of business. I happened to ask him why he 
had so many different ones and he replied: “I have 
had a whole bunch of young people working for 
me because you can’t depend on young people to- 
day. One of them will go to work for you and when 
you ask him to do a job he will say that he is going 
to do it, but then unless you keep forever after him 
he won’t do it. Or something will come up that he 
likes better and off he goes and does not show up 
for work. You just can’t depend on them.” 


I was interested in this because it is the same 
hue and cry that we hear in the Church. You just 
can’t depend on people to do the jobs that need to 
be done and that people say they will do. And of 
course I knew, too, that it is not only the young 
people but the old as well that are not dependable 
and I also know that it is not all of the young peo- 
ple who are not dependable, just some of the sorry 
ones. 


But it does bring us face to face with a chal- 
lenging fact: The Protestant Church and the demo- 
cratic way of life can only succeed when the ma- 
jority of the people assume their duties rather than 
merely assert their rights. This is not now true in 
either Church or society. But tonight we are pri- 
marily interested in talking about being dependable 
in the work of the Lord. 


If someone were to go down the roll of your 
group tonight and ask each young person if he or 


she wanted the work of the Lord to go forward 
from your Church to the ends of the earth almost 
without exception every one of them would say yes. 
But if you came down the group a little later and 
asked them to do some job or give some money or 
go some place in the name of the Lord would there 
be aS many ready to go as there were ready to ap- 
prove? You would probably find that everybody was 
in favor but most of them would say: “I favor it 
but let George do the work.” 


Not only can the work of the Lord not prosper 
when people have such an attitude, but a truly 
born-again Christian can not have such an attitude. 
Let us look to the Word of God and see why. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Romans 12:1-6 


1. Sacrifice Has Been Made For Us: Romans 
12:1b. Paul appeals to the Roman Christians on the 
basis of “‘the mercies of God.” What are these 
mercies? They are found in Romans 8:32: “He 
that spared not his own son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him freely give us 
all things?’”’ God gave His only begotten son for 
you and me, He who was rich yet for our sakes 
became poor that we through His poverty might 
become rich. We are what we are because Christ 
died for us, and we have all that we have because 
God has supplied our every need according to His 
riches in Christ. We can depend on God because of 
what He has done for us, and because we know He 
never changes. 


2. Sacrifice Is Expected Of Us: Romans 12:1. 
Paul exhorts the Roman Christians: ‘‘I beseech you, 
therefore, that ye present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice unto God, which is your reasonable ser- 
vice.” Since God has sacrificed so much for us the 
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only reasonable thing we can do is turn our lives 
over to Him in full surrender for whatever service 
He may want wherever He wants it. A living sacri- 
fice simply means that we offer our bodies to God 
and say: “Lord, I’ll live my life by your will and 
not by mine.” God should be able to depend on us 
to do this since He has done so much for us in 


Christ. 


3. Sacrifice Will Make Us: Romans 12:2. Many 
people seem to think that turning the life over to 
God will take all the fun and thrill out of life and 
make it dull and uninteresting. Funny thing is that 
all who have left God out are filling our hospitals 
and clinics today as alcoholics, neurotics, bored so- 
phisticates and maladjusted individuals who have 
everything but the happiness and freedom they 
sought. On the other hand many a person has let 
God take over his life and he may not have too 
much of what this world has to offer but he is 
happy and free and day by day thrilling to the 
grace and love of God in a life of useful service. 
When we present our bodies to God we have to 
separate from a lot of the things the children of 
this world are doing for we must not be ‘“con- 
formed to this world,” but we soon forget all about 
that from which we have separated for day by day 
we are “transformed by the renewing” of our 
minds by the Spirit of God. We then see what the 
“will of God’ for us is, and as we walk in it we 
find our highest joy and greatest usefulness. Once 
we have tasted of the joy that comes from sur- 
render to God you depend on it we won’t turn back. 


4. Sacrifice Provides Ability For Us: Romans 
12:3-6. And more than that, when we receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ and present ourselves wholly to 
Him His Holy Spirit comes into our hearts and 


gives each one of us a gift of the Spirit, a capacity 
for some service. We are all many members of the 
one body of Christ, but have different capacities 
bestowed by the Spirit of God, and the Church goes 
forward as a unity when we exercise faithfully the 
gift that God has given us. And here is where we 
see that we can not let George do it. If the Holy 
Spirit has given you the ability to do a certain job, 
George can’t do that job as well as you can and 
you can’t do anything else as well as you can that. 
The Church will go forward and you will grow in 
grace and strength only as you and everybody else 
finds His gift, His spiritual ability, and faithfully 
exercises that. 


Suggestions 
Follow the Program Outline as suggested in 
“Presbyterian Youth” and have one or more pre- 


sent this Bible Study at the point in the outline 
where the Scripture Lesson is given. 





March 26: Crusaders Can Stay Home 
Introduction 


A sense of mission that sends us forth crusading 
into the highways and byways of the world is the 
mark of true Christianity and not mere respect- 
ability that makes us more or less faithful in for- 
mal religious tasks. 


We Presbyterians have all too long felt religion's 
full responsibility to be to develop a strong char- 
acter of our own and maintain a strong Church 
and leave everyone else to do as he pleased. But 
Christ was not content to stay in heaven and enjoy 
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the pleasures there as long as men were lost and 
without hope, so He came forth from heaven cru- 
sading in a mission to reach the souls of men. When 
we receive Him and join His Church we become 
crusaders too, crusaders for Christ wherever we 
are. 

It has been said that it takes more than one 
ocean voyage to make a missionary. This means 
that a person who has no sense of mission to reach 
the lost who live across the street from him will 
not have a sense of mission to reach the lost were 
he to cross the ocean and enroll as a foreign mis- 
sionary. We must crusade for Christ where we 
are—at home, at school, at play, at our young peo- 
ple’s group. 

Some might question this. Many do. So let us 
look to the Word of God and see just what sort of 
people true Christians are. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
II Corinthians 5:17 - 6:1 
1. We Are New Creatures In Christ: Verses 17- 
19. Those of us who are Christians are not a group 
of people who are seeking as best we know how to 
cultivate a good and religious life by the best rules 
and religion we know. To be a Christian is to re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ by a definite act of 
faith, and when we do the Holy Spirit takes our 
personality and places us into Christ just as vitally 
as the branches are united to the vine, just as 
solidly as the building is set on the foundation, 
just as intimately as the bride is united to the 
bridegroom. From that time on Christ’s life seeks 
to flow through us and manifest itself in us. We 
are no longer self-made men, we are Christ-made 
men. We are His workmanship created in Him unto 
good works. (Eph. 2:10). 


2. We Are Ambassadors For Christ. Verses 20- 
21. Since Christ has made us He has made us for a 
purpose, and we are left in the world to serve that 
purpose. We are ambassadors for Him, that is we 
are to represent Him among men wherever we are 
and in whatever we do. We stand in the place of 
Christ to do among men just exactly what Christ 
would do were He here in the flesh. 


3. We Are Workers With Christ. 6:1. When we 
have become new creatures in Christ and are sent 
forth as ambassadors for Christ He goes with us 
and works through us so that we are workers with 
Christ in what He would have us do. We are saved 
by the grace of God shed on us in Christ, and this 
grace is shed on us in vain, we make the death of 
Christ empty of value to us, if we do not become 
working ambassadors of Christ wherever we are. 

Summary : 

A crusader is one who undertakes any remedial 
enterprise with zeal and enthusiasm. If we have 
been saved by Christ we are new creatures who are 
sent into the world to be ambassadors with Chnst 
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and workers for Christ. As we go we declare the 
Gospel of the grace of God, the only sufficient 
remedy for a world of sin-sick men. Certainly we 
cannot do less than become crusaders in this enter- 
prise, do no less than give ourselves wholly to it 
with zeal and enthusiasm. 


Suggestions 
“Presbyterian Youth” presents a series of talks 
on how we are crusaders for Christ and how we 


can be crusaders at home. Preface these talks by a 
study of the Scripture Outline above. 
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Church Woman's Calendar 
March 1950 


March 5: Every Member Canvass Day. 

March 5 - April 9: Special Evangelistic Season. 

March 12: One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Circle Program: Bible Study, John 21, “The Pres- 
ence Of The Living Lord.” 

Monthly Emphasis: Stewardship. 

General Program for Annual Meeting: Theme, 
“Why Don’t YOU Change?” 

Local Reports prepared and forwarded to corre- 
sponding presbyterial officers. 

Presbyterial Reports prepared and forwarded to 
corresponding synodical officers. 

Plans for the new Church Year. 





Women Of The Church At 
Study In 1950-1951 


Women of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., have 
a rich program of study offered them for 1950- 
1951, as provided by the Board of Woman’s Work. 
It is of interest that the Board has a special com- 
mittee on Study Program, Mrs. John W. McQueen, 
chairman, serving for the year 1949-50. That com- 
mittee of three members planned and presented 
proposals for 1950-51 Study Program to the Board 
for action. For Circle Bible Study the book is 
Great Bible Prayers, written by Mrs. S. H. Askew, 
well-known to many women of the Church. With 
this Bible Study there is planned the presentation 
of the monthly emphasis of the Church. The Pres- 
byterian Survey (and church papers) will supply 
adequate information for a clear presentation and 
emphasis being stressed each month throughout 
our Church. 


For the general meetings the study is Now! 
written by Miss Myrtle Williamson, member of the 
Faculty, Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. This 
study will bring the community close and will 
guide church women to follow through in discover- 
ing opportunities for Christian witnessing in their 
own towns and cities and into the wider areas of 
national and international life. The book of the 
Bible chosen for intensive study is the Letter to 
the Hebrews with Leviticus as background. The 
study book has been prepared by Dr. Caroline L. 
Palmer, former member of the faculty of Biblical 
Seminary, New York City. The title which she 
chose for this study is The Superiority Of The 
Christian Religion. 


There could scarcely be a more timely study pro- 
gram than this three-fold one selected by the Board 
of Woman’s Work and developed by those members 
of the staff to whom such responsibility is assigned. 


In addition to these three books there is avail- 
able for every woman of the Church The Guide- 
boo’ For The Presbyterian Woman. In this book 
definite helps are given for the woman to use as 
she prepares for Circle, general meeting and also 
Sunday School Class, in addition to other informa- 
tion vital to her as a woman of the Church. 


Each month Presbyterian Women will carry in- 
formation related to the monthly program. Orders 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


for these study books and Presbyterian Women 
may be sent to the Board of Woman’s Work, 304 
Henry Grady Building, Atalanta 3, Ga., by Feb- 
ruary 15. With the March issue of Presbyterian 
Women, which was sent to all local presidents of 
Women of the Church, the last week in January, 
an order blank was included to be given to the 
treasurer. This will be a convenience to the local 
treasurer, who is the one person asked to send in 
orders for literature, when she is ready to send her 
order to the Board. 





EVERY MEMBER CANVASS DAY 
MARCH 5, 1950 


Plan to take your part today in this program 
of financing the work of your Church for 
1950-51. Read literature made available for 
this season. 











Anything Left Undone? 


Is it absurd to say that plans for finishing this 
year’s work in Atlanta Presbyterial were begun be- 
fore our annual meeting in 1949? Absurd, perhaps 
—but the instructions to the members of the Find- 
ings Committee to sit in different parts of the 
church at each session, and bring to the Program 
Committee adverse as well as favorable criticism, 
helped us to start our plans for this year’s Presby- 
terial meeting, which is after all, the climax of the 
year’s work. 


Our next step was taken at the September meet- 
ing of the Presbyterial Executive Board. At this 
time the President appointed special committees 
and instructed standing committees as follows: 


1. Constitution and By-Laws; to obtain a copy of 
the revised “Suggested Constitution and By-Laws” 
from the Board of Woman’s Work, and adapt it to 
the needs of our Presbyterial. This committee was 
to submit the revised and adapted form to the 
Executive Board at its February meeting, for ap- 
proval by that Board. Notices were to be mailed 
in February, to all local organizations advising 
them of its presentation for adoption at Presby- 
terial in April. 


_ 2. Standing Rules; to examine old standing rules 
in the light of the new Constitution and By-Laws, 
and make adjustments. 


3. Presbyterial Minutes, to examine Minutes of 
other Presbyterials and Synodicals and suggest any 
changes in ours, as to content and arrangement, as 
seemed advisable. 


4. Presbyterial Training School, to arrange for 
time, place, instructors and courses for the credit 
classes held each May. 

5. The Finance Committee was instructed, not 
only to revise the budget to care for an increase in 
the Synodical contingent fee, but to devise a fai 
standard for the asking of contingent fees from the 
local churches. 
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Letters to local presidents and treasurers, ad- 
vising them of the new system, went out in Febru- 
ary before new budgets were made up. 


6. The Nominating Committee was given an out- 
line of the plan for reorganization and urged to 
exercise care and rely much on prayer, in the choice 
of nominees. 


At this same Board meeting, the President ex- 
plained the plan for reorganization and urged all 
officers and Cause Secretaries to attend Group 
Conferences. Accordingly, the Presbyterial officers 
and secretaries met with their local officers and 
secretaries in Conferences. Here the local women 
were told how to find their places in the new set-up 
and were given help in planning and reporting their 
work. 


In January, the President wrote all local presi- 
dents reminding them to make preparation for the 
revised budget and Constitution and By-Laws, and 
urging them to start collecting data for reports. 
They were asked to close their books by March 15 
in order to get in their reports by March 20. 


All speakers for Presbyterial were secured before 
January 15, and in February, the President at- 
tended the Executive Board meeting of the Women 
of the Church who were entertaining Presbyterial. 
A copy of “Presbyterial Emily Post’’ was given to 
the hostess president and the mechanics of enter- 
taining the annual meeting were explained. 


Now, it’s March. We sincerely hope that by 
April 1, reports will have been gathered from all 
seventy organizations, and the Presidents’ reports 
to Synodical President, to Presbytery, to Presby- 
terial, and for the Minutes, will have been written. 
Then there will still be a few days before Presby- 
terial, when all she can do is hope she has done 
everything. But even as she looks for a spring bon- 
net, she will be wondering how many things she 
has left undone! 


Mrs. Russell McCulloch, President, 
Women of the Church, 
Atlanta Presbytery. 





Have You Figured 
Your Part? 


Every year about this time church people begin 
to talk about the Every Member Canvass and 
pledges—perhaps tithing is discussed also. The work 
of the local church for the year that opens April 1 
must be planned, and that means that church 
finances must be considered and provided for suf- 
ficiently to carry forward the work of the church. 
Many churches find it most satisfactory to observe 
Every Member Canvass Day as pledge day, when 
the members place their pledge cards on the com- 
munion table as an act of dedication and service. 
There are always some who do not attend the 
worship service so visitors call on them during that 
afternoon or later and receive their pledges. 





There is something very impressive about a 
service of dedication of gifts. This necessarily re- 
quires advance planning by those who take part in 
that service, for each member has to decide what 
his gift will be, and each in his heart must set 
aside that portion, “‘the separated part” for the 
Lord. Having decided what that portion should be, 
it is easy to fill in the pledge card, sign one’s name 
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and place the card on the table at that time designa- 
ted in the church service. 


Regardless of the way in which your church plans 
to make this canvass, you will prepare your pledge 
thoughtfully and prayerfully, realizing that in this 
giving you are having a part in the work of the 
Church in your community, throughout the As- 
sembly, and in eight countries around the world. 
You will be helping in World Missions, in Church 
Extension, in Education, in Annuities and Relief 
for those who have dedicated their lives to the min- 
istry, to certain of our Church institutional work as 
Montreat, the Historical Foundation, the American 
Bible Society. Your gifts will go far, and can be 
multiplied miraculously in the divine pattern of 
arithmetic. 


A new leaflet printed by the General Council of 
our Church is called ‘‘What they say about tithing.” 
Nine women contributed to this leaflet, including a 
business woman, mothers, a shut-in, a widow and 
an Indian woman. Just one statement of a business 
woman indicates the importance of Tithing: 


“Personally I have found the tithe the most 
satisfactory and satisfying way to give. First of 
all, it is God’s plan for Church finance. It is a 
systematic plan of giving and I find a joy each 
week in giving back to God His rightful part, 
recognizing Him to be the owner and giver of all 
things. 


“Another value of the tithe is that it developes 
character and tests our loyalty to God. As we 
increase our gifts, we increase in spiritual growth.” 


It is not too late today to figure your part, to 
decide on your “separated portion’—will you not 
make it at least the tithe? 


TITHING 


“We believe, and therefore speak,” Paul says. 
Because I believe in tithing wholeheartedly, as one 
who has practiced it from early girlhood, I too 
would speak and thus bear witness that it is a 
good thing. ‘‘Come and see,” invited Jesus. “‘Come 
and see,’”’ Philip said to Nathaniel. May the words 
which follow likewise be taken as an exhortation to 
taste, and see that it is good. I know whereof I 
speak, through the Scriptures, through my own ex- 
perience, and through the record of others. 





Even if we knew not about giving, according to 
the Word, it is a natural thing to want to return 
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geod for good. Countless enjoyable things are 
available to us. Food, clothing and shelter are just 
a small portion of the plenty around us, the mere 
beginning of gifts we use daily. Because He loves 
us and is good to us, we should show our love for 
Him by returning to Him a part, or tithe, of that 
which is already His. Not only should we acknow- 
ledge our relationship to God in this manner, 
thereby becoming stewards of His possessions; but 
we ought to be good stewards. Always there is the 
element of thankfulness, of gladness, of joyful 
giving, in true tithing. ‘‘A good steward for Jesus,” 
says Miss Deedie-May Austin, “is one who thanks 
God for making him, for loving him, and for let- 
ting him show his love in return.” 

Tithing has a deep significance, a spiritual value 
and a religious meaning all its own. It is powerful, 
because it is a law of God. It is comforting, being 
rewarded by the fulfilled promise of God. The law 
of the tithe, set forth in Leviticus 27:30-32, makes 
of us responsible stewards of our possessions. We 
are henceforth either good stewards or bad. We 
obey the law of the tithe faithfully, or we take 
God’s gracious goodnesses for granted, using His 
blessed gifts selfishly for ourselves only. All be- 
longs to Him. He has given us the power to get 
wealth and the gifts we use so lavishly in this life. 
Do we acknowledge God’s greatness and power? 
He would have us remember that His is the owner- 
ship. “Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God ... and thou say in thine heart, My power and 
the might of mine hand hath gotten me this.”’ (Deu- 
teronomy 8:11-18). 

The New Testament bears record of the tithe, 
and Jesus Himself sanctioned it. “But woe unto 
you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all 
manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the 
leve of God: these ought ye to have done and not 
to leave the other undone.” (Luke 11:42). Paul, 
too, sets forth tithing as a duty, and specifies plain- 
ly the how, and when, and what of it. “Upon the 
first day of the week let everyone of you lay by 
him in store, as God has prospered him.” (I Corin- 
thians 16:2). 

God promises to bless the ones who pay homage 
to Him with the tithe. Invariably, as on tithes, 
blessings and possessions are increased—slowly, 
perhaps, but surely. They are multiplied even as 
God promised they would be: “Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it.’”’ (Mal- 
achi 3:10). It is after we abandon ourselves, and 
cast ourselves upon the promises of God, that we 
are enabled to live abundantly. If a tither cannot 
agree that He has done as much with the nine- 
tenths as formerly with the ten, something is vitally 
wrong with the tithing. There must be the careful 
and faithful tithe of small as well as great: “Bring 
ye the whole tithe into the storehouse’’; and there 
must be willingness on the part of the steward, a 
trusting in the commandment, a faith in the law. 


JUST AS I AM 

Years ago in London there was a large gathering 
of noted people, and among the invited guests was 
a famous preacher of his day, Caesar Milan. A 
young lady played and sang charmingly and every- 
one was thrilled. Very graciously, tactfully and yet 
boldly the preacher went up to her after the music 
had ceased and said, “I thought as I listened to you 
tonight how tremendously the cause of Christ 





would be benefited if your talents were dedicated 
to His cause. You know ,young lady, you are as 
much a sinner in the sight of God as a drunkard in 
the ditch or a harlot on Scarlet Street, but I am 
glad to tell you that the blood of Jesus Christ, His 
Son can cleanse from all sin.” The young lady 
snapped out a rebuke for his presumption. He said, 
“‘Lady, I mean no offense. I pray God’s spirit will 
convict you.” They all returned to their homes. 
The young woman retired but could not sleep. The 
face of the preacher appeared before her and his 
words rang through her mind. At two o’clock in 
the morning she sprang from her bed, took a pencil 
and paper and with tears dripping from her face 
Charlotte Elliott wrote that famous poem: 


“Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!” 


Billy Graham, in Great Gospel Sermons (Revell). 
This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Wings For The Soul 
The Place Of Power 


There is a place where thou canst touch the eyes 
Of blinded men to instant perfect sight; 

There is a place where thou canst say “Arise” 
To dying captives bound in chains of might; 
There is a place where thou canst reach the store 

Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord; 
There is a place upon some distant shore 
Where thou canst send the worker and the word. 
There is a place where God’s resistless power 
Responsive moves to thine insistent plea. 
There is a place—a simple trusting place— 
Where God Himself descends and fights for thee. 
Where is that blessed place? Dost thou ask where? 
O soul, it is the secret place of prayer. 


—Author Unknown. 








The Value Of Human Life 


The foundation for all Christian service is a 
superabundant conviction of the value to God of 
every human life. Pause on your way and look 
straight into the most degraded face you meet, and 
remember that soul is as dear to God as you are. 
If we can come to feel this, and know it; if it can 
become part of our very life, then we shall sing 
when that soul comes home, and count contact with 
defilement as a precious thing if it means that we 
are helping that one back to purity and to God. 
G. Campbell Morgan, in The Parable of the Father’s 
Heart (Revell). 


During an earthquake that occured a few years 
since, the inhabitants of a small village were 
generally very much alarmed, but they were at the 
same time surprised at the calmness and apparent 
joy of an old lady whom they all knew. At length 
one of them, addressing the old lady, said: “‘Mother, 
are you not afraid?” ‘‘No,” said the mother in 
Israel, “I rejoice to know that I have a God that 
can shake the world!’’ Charles H. Spurgeon, Volume 
Il of Great Pulpit Masters (Revell). 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Church News 


Rev. Billy Graham 
In Atlanta, Ga. 


Atlanta, Ga.—Billy Graham, 31-year-old evange- 
list of nationwide fame, but probably better known 
to the Southern Presbyterians as the son-in-law of 
Dr. and Mrs. L. Nelson Bell of Montreat, former 
missionaries to China, has accepted an invitation to 
conduct a revival meéting here, beginning October 
22, and to continue possibly through December, or, 
as he puts it, “‘As long as God directs.” 





This announcement came the morning after 
Dr. Graham had addressed 1,103 Atlanta citizens 
who came to a mass dinner in the University of 
Georgia, Atlanta division. Several hundred addi- 
tional men and women were admitted to the hall, 
to occupy the bleachers and to hear the handsome 
young evangelist. He called Atlanta to repentance 
and to turning to Christ, “the only answer to world 
needs today.” 

Introduced by Morgan Blake, columnist for The 
Atlanta Journal, and a widely known Christian 
leader, who said, “God and destiny are knocking 
on the hearts of Atlanta laymen to see if they are 
not ready now for a great revival,’’ Doctor Graham 
accepted the introduction by saying convincingly 
that “I believe there is a moving of the Spirit of 
God which can be felt.” , 

He briefly sketched conditions in Judea and 
Israel when God sent Isaiah and Amos to call the 
people to repentance, and called attention to pre- 
vailing sin in the world today which only God can 
forgive through Jesus Christ. 


“Prepare to meet God, oh, America,” he ap- 
pealed, ‘“‘or suffer the judgment that is sure to 
come. It is Christ, or chaos. The time has come for 
us to decide whether it be revival or chaos. We 
have wandered away from God. We have drifted 
into sin and idolatry. We have deified man and 
humanized God, in our educational processes. We 
have unbelief—the Gospel has been laughed at 
and scorned and the Church, in the last fifty years, 
has been in a retreat. Indeed, we of the Church 
have been apologizing for it.” 


He traced deterioration—one divorce in every 
four marriages in this country last year—three 
million chronic alcoholics — juvenile delinquency 
with the average age of the youthful criminal 17 
years old—sex crimes of Sodom and Gomorrah 
flagrance — horrible immorality almost beyond 
belief traced across the front pages of our news- 
papers—and said, “I think we are done for in this 
country unless we have a great revival—a great 
spiritual revival.” 

Doctor Graham said that he had been encouraged 
by the great hunger for spiritual regeneration 
which is now being evidenced throughout the 
country. He spoke of the “revivals breaking out 
spontaneously on campuses of colleges and uni- 
versities,””’ where ‘“‘young people are hungering for 
the voice of God.’ Said he, “Revivals are not 
worked up they are prayed down from God.” 


Cliff Barrows, magnetic song leader for the 
evangelist, with his attractive wife as pianist, led 
the assemblage in the singing of Gospel songs. The 
atmosphere of the meeting was tense, as indicated 
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by the many “amens,” the almost continual “Hal- 
lelujah, praise the Lord,” and ‘Praise God,” which 
came from the hearts of Graham’s hearers. 
Hundreds of cards were signed by people express- 
ing the desire that a revival meeting be held here, 
that prayer would be encouraged in homes and in 
business places, that work toward such a revival 
would be done. 

Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, former pastor of North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, recently made Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Board of Church Extension, 
Presbyterian Church U.S., offered the invocation. 


Dr. Paul S. James, pastor of the Baptist Taber- 
nacle, here, served as presiding officer. He said 
that the meeting was the result of two years’ effort 
on the part of 150 Atlanta clergymen and laymen, 
who had been busily engaged in preparing the way 
for a revival here. It was before this group, the 
morning after the dinner meeting, that Doctor 
Graham accepted the invitation to come here. 


The March Of Time 


March reminds us of the March Hare and the 
Hatter from ‘Alice In Wonderland.” Remember 
the mad tea party when they talked about Time? 
The Hatter said ever since he murdered the time 
in a song for the Queen, Time wouldn’t do a thing 
he asked. Time seems a pretty illusive and stubborn 
thing for us, too, sometimes! At report time we 
may glance a wistful eye backward. But with hope 
and courage we turn our faces to the future with 
God. Would we not agree with the Hatter that: “If 
you keep on good terms with Time, he’ll do most 
anything you like. 

“So teach us, Lord, to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” We agree, 
also, with Hosea that “it is time to seek Jehovah, 
till he come and rain righteousness upon you.” 
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Bible Lectures In Augusta, Ga. 


The Presbyterian pastors in Augusta, Ga., Dr. 
Robert Strong, Rev. B. Herman Dillard, Rev. Mas- 
sey M. Heltzel, have constituted themselves a com- 
mittee to sponsor year by year a series of week- 
night Bible Lectures of a doctrinal or expository 
nature. The first course of lectures is being given 
by Dr. Strong; his subject is “New Testament 
Teaching On The Second Coming Of Christ.” The 
Greene Street Church is host to the lecture series. 
Three hundred persons from at least six denomina- 
tions have enrolled for the course; attendance at 
the first three lectures averaged two hundred and 
twenty. Mimeographed outlines are distributed 
Monday night by Monday night, setting forth the 
Scripture interpretations offered by the four lead- 
ing views of the second advent: Postmillennialism, 
Historic Premillennialism, Dispensational Premil- 
lennialism, and Amillennialism. 





Presbytery Of Dallas 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in Adjourned 
Session in the Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas, Texas, on Tuesday, January 10, 1950, at 
8:30 A.M. 


Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator, 
Rev. Jack T. Goodykoontz, and opened with prayer. 


Present: 31 Ministers and 23 churches repre- 
sented by Elders. 


Received: Rev. Allen H. Craft was received from 
Red River Presbytery and arrangements were made 
for his installation as pastor of the Covenant 
Church of Dallas. 


Dismissed: Rev. Harry G. Goodykoontz was dis- 
missed to Louisville Presbytery. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly elected: 


Ministers: Rev. Alberto Fernandez, Rev. Samuel 
L. Joekel, Rev. Sam E. Gillespie, and Rev. Bryan 
H. Keathley. 


Alternates: Rev. W. B. Guerrant, Rev. Walter 
Lazenby, Jr., Rev. Thomas W. Currie, and Rev. 
Daniel A. Baker. 


Elders: O. H. Kirkland, G. F. Bowling, Dr. J. A. 
Little, Rose Smith. Alternates: C. L. Bryon, C. 
Stanley Roberts, Russell Stephens, and Earl A. 
Brown. 


The name of the East Dallas Presbyterian Church 
was changed to the Northridge Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas. Permanent Committee reports were pre- 
sented. 


Announcement was made of the organization of 
the John Knox Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Fain Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church of Wichita Falls on 
April 25, 1950, at 11:00 A.M. 


Robert L. Cowan, Stated Clerk. 





Central Presbyterian Church 
Bristol ... Virginia 
Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Va., cele- 
brated its 75th Anniversary on January 26-29. 
Taking the occasion as an opportunity to learn 


something of our Presbyterian heritage, the histori- 
cal committee of the Church invited Dr. Walter L. 
Lingle to deliver an address on “The History of the 
Presbyterian Church,” and Dr. Goodridge A. Wilson 
to deliver an address on “Presbyterianism in South- 
west Virginia.’”? On Sunday, January 29th, at 11:00 
o’clock worship service, Dr. Ben R. Lacy preached 
the Anniversary Sermon. 


The honor guest of the occasion was Dr. Donald 
McIver who had guided and inspired the Church 
through more than one-third of its history. Dr. 
McIver lives in Bristol and is much loved by the 
people of the church and the city. 


An historical booklet was prepared for the oc- 
casion containing pictures of all former pastors of 
the church and many scenes of interest connected 
with the church’s life and history. Mr. Thomas W. 
Preston, an elder in the Church who is an authority 
on the history of the section, compiled the booklet. 


Central Church now has a new church plant 
under construction and efforts are being made to 
raise this year $65,000 as a Diamond Jubilee gift. 
A little more than half the amount has already 
been pledged. The first unit of the new church, 
which will include the sanctuary, fellowship hall, 
and fifteen class rooms will be completed around 
June ist and will cost approximately $235,000. The 
Church hopes to proceed with the second unit as 
soon as the first is completed. 


Rev. Ben. L. Rose is pastor of the church, having 
accepted its pastorate in January 1946, and Mr. E. 
A. Andrews, Jr. is the Director of Religious Educa- 
tion. 





Korea Missions Resolutions On 
Death Of Rev. John S. Nisbet, D.D. 


The Korea Mission of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church through its Ad Interim Committee, meeting 
in Mokpo, February 1, 1950, hereby records its 
gratitude to God for the long and fruitful service 
in Korea of Rev. John S. Nisbet, D.D., who re- 
cently has been called to his eternal home. We re- 
call with deep appreciation the missionary career 
of this good and faithful servant of God, particu- 
larly in the field of evangelism and Bible teaching, 
and as a presbyter in the Korean Church, and a 
wise counselor in the policies of the Mission. For 
those of us who follow him he set a high standard. 
“He being dead yet speaketh.”’ 


Copies to Mrs. Nisbet and Margaret, The Chris- 
tian Observer, and The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. 

S. Dwight Winn, Secretary, 
Korea Mission, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Chunju, Korea, Feb. 6, 1950. 





Board Of World Mission Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1948, to Jan. 31, 1949 ............ $743,353.85 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Jan. 31, 1950 729,047.34 


sis ania sesihahcipletite aaa Ta itn ... $ 14,306.51 
Program Of Progress 


Apr. 1, 1949, to Jan. 31, 1950 (Net) $167,343.93 


Decrease ............ 
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News From Communist 
North Kiangsu, China 


By Rev. B. C. Patterson, D.D. 
Staunton, Va. 


A booklet of 44 pages has just come to us, the 
first lines from the Chinese for more than a year. 
It is a memorial of Ch’eng P’eng Yuen, Chinese 
pastor for 13 years of the largest Church at Sut- 
sien. He died on July 7, 1949, aged 69 years. 


Thirteen fellow workers write appreciative out- 
lines of his life and ministry. He was always ear- 
nest, faithful and kind. He won the respect and the 
hearts of the large congregation. During the war 
when the nave of the Church was shattered by a 
Japanese bomb he led the people in rebuilding it 
and he put up a marble slab with these words in- 
scribed for all to see: “The latter glory of this 
house shall be greater than the former, saith Je- 
hovah of Hosts, and in this place will I give peace, 
saith Jehovah of Hosts.” 


He wrote a few worthwhile hymns and verses. 
He ministered to a poor people and emphasized fru- 
gality. “In my mind I live in a 1,000-roomed house 
with my desk piled with 10,000 books, why covet 
to eat fish or fear to wear coarse dress?” 


His dying message to the Christians was: Love 
one another.” 


The literary form of the memorial is excellent, 
it probably could not be surpassed by any group of 
leading men in North Kiangsu. These men minister 
to a large body of Christians where only a gener- 
ation ago utter darkness and proud prejudice pre- 
vailed. Our Church should take courage and re- 
joice in a work well begun. 


The omission of all references to his son re- 
cently returned from an American university and 
to the American missionaries and their essential 
help to Pastor Ch’eng during his whole life, clearly 
shows the creeping interference of Communism. 
The Church should pray earnestly that the people 
may not yield to cruel pressure. The world hates 
them. 


“Father, keep them from the evil one.” 





Wilshire Boulevard Church 
Austin ... Texas 


The Wilshire Boulevard Presbyterian Church was 
organized in Austin, Texas February 5, 1950 by 
the Presbytery of Central Texas. Forty-five persons 
constituted the petitioners; one, David Feuerbacher, 
being received on profession of his faith in Jesus 
as Lord and Saviour. 


Besides the eagerness and willingness of those 
petitioned for the constitution of this new congre- 
gation special recognition should go to Dr. Flynn 
V. Long, pastor of the First Southern Presbyterian 
Church of Austin and Chairman of the Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Committee and to Dr. Frank O’- 
Kelley, Superintendent of Home Missions for the 
Presbytery. 


The members of the First Southern Church under 
Dr. Long’s leadership colonized the new congrega- 
tion, presented them with title to two lovely acres 
of commandingly located property and the promise 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


We are privileged to announce the publica- 
tion, on March 15, 1950, in one large volume, 
of the major articles by Benjamin B. War- 
field in exposition and defense of the New 
Testament conception of Jesus Christ and His 
saving work under the title, ““‘The Person And 
Work Of Christ.”” Unsurpassed in scholarship, 
exegetical skill and clarity of expression. 


Edited By Samuel G. Craig 
575 Pages — $4.50 Postpaid 


PRESBYTERIAN & REFORMED 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


525 Locust St. — Philadelphia 6, Pa. 











of assistance in the erection of a building. 


The Home Mission Committee prevailed on Dr. 
O’Kelley and his wife to take up residence in 
Austin last Fall and begin concentrating on the 
development of the new work. Dr. O’Kelly has 
preached regularly on Sundays and has been in- 
defatigible in visiting in the area, besides carrying 
on his many other duties. 


The new congregation elected W. W. Johnson, 
G. H. Nichols, and W. W. Patterson, Ruling Elders, 
and Presbytery examined, ordained and installed 
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Patterson to their new re- 
sponsibilities. Mr. Nichols was already a Ruling 
Elder in the First Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Trustees elected were W. R. Bodine, M. H. Culley 
and George Feuerbacher. A Building Committee 
already is at work clearing the building site and 
preparing for the new building. At present the 
congregation meets for worship in a public school. 


This is the second church organized by the 
Presbytery in the last three years, and it looks 
forward to the early organization of another 
church, one for Negroes, also located in Austin. 
Property is now being acquired for this purpose. 


D. M. Currie, Stated Clerk. 





Agnes Scott News 


Agnes Scott will have two distinguished speakers 
for its commencement program in June of this year. 
The baccalaureate sermon will be preached by Rev. 
Frederick H. Olert, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Detroit, Mich. 

The address to the Senior Class will be given by 


Dr. Walter H. Judd, congressman from Minnesota. 
There are 113 members in the graduating class. 





Kings Mountain Presbytery 
112th Session 


Duncan’s Creek Church, Ellenboro, N. C., Route 
1, Tuesday, January 10, 1950. Sermon, by Mod- 
erator, Rev. James C. Plexico, Sr. Memorial, Rev. 
M. R. Gibson, adopted. 

Rev. P. D. Patrick, Kings Mountain, elected Mod- 
erator. Rev. S. C. Farrior, Missionary to China, ad- 
dressed Presbytery. 
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Mr. McAllister Carson brought the Queens Col- 
lege Campaign before the Presbytery, urging active 
participation by all churches. 


Presbytery adopted the Re-organization Plan 
presented by its Special Committee on Re- 
organization; thus falling in line with the As- 
sembly’s Plan. 

Rev. W. S. Patterson was re-elected Stated Clerk 
and Treasurer for a three-year term. Rev. W. G. 
Neel was re-elected Permanent Clerk for three 
years. 





Governor W. Kerr Scott 


Speaker for the opening Assembly of the Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institute held recently at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., was 
Governor of North Carolina, W. Kerr Scott 
(above), an Elder in the Hawfields Presbyterian 
Church, R.F.D., Mebane, N. C. He was introduced 
to the gathering by Virginia Governor, John S. 
Battle, active Baptist layman, in the First public 
appearance of Battle since his recent inauguration. 
U.T.S. President, B. R. Lacy, Jr., presided over the 
opening Assembly, attended by pastors from five 
States in the Seminary Area. 

ye 8 ryy 
Wings For The Soul 
May every soul that touches mine, 
Be it the slightest contact—get therefrom some 
good, 
Some little grace, one kindly thought, 
One inspiration yet unfelt, one bit of courage 
For the darkening sky, one gleam of faith 
To brace the thickening ills of life, 
One glimpse of brighter skies beyond the gathering 
mist, 
To make this life worthwhile, 
And heaven a surer heritage. 


—Anonymous. 





New Dean Of Union Seminary 
Summer Session 


Dr. John Newton Thomas, the Robert L. Dabney, 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, has been recently announced as 
Dean of the Summer Session, succeeding Dr. Don- 
ald W. Richardson, who is to retire at the end of 
this current session. Thomas is a graduate of 
Washington & Lee, Union Seminary, and New Col- 
lege, University of Edinburgh, Scotland. Besides 
teaching at Hollins College, he has served churches 
in Rapidan, Va., Charleston, S. C., and Richmond, 
Va. He is a member of the General Council, and 
numerous denominational, national and _ interna- 
tional religious groups. 


ARKANSAS COLLEGE 


Arkansas College, the Presbyterian College of 
the Synod of Arkansas, is located at Batesville on 
White River and in the foothills of the Ozarks. 
The College has had more than seventy-five years 
of usefulness as a Christian Educational Institu- 
tion. Everyone who receives a degree from the 
College must have taken two years of Bible; this 
two years of Bible counts twelve semester hours 
toward the degree received. Until recent years no 
student could major or minor in Bible. But the 
Bible courses have been enlarged and strengthened 
until thirty hours in Bible and Religious Education 
are offered by the college. Bible has become one 
of the most popular Departments in the College. 
A number of ministers from other Churches are 
enrolled as students, and there are eighteen candi- 
dates for the Presbyterian ministry, and a number 
of young women looking forward to full-time Chris- 
tian work. More than one-fourth of the students in 
the Sophomore, Junior and Senior classes are 
majoring or minoring in Bible. Dr. John D. Sprag- 
ins is President of the College. 











